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TradFest Kilkenny 2013 - St Patricks Weekend
Feile Cheoil Cill Chainnigh

A feast of traditional music, song & dance 
c/o Town Hall Kilkenny.   tradfestkilkenny@gmail.com   (087) 6863243 
www.thegathering.kilkenny.ie
1 February 2013

A Chara, 

Re: TradFest Kilkenny 2013 – St Patrick’s Day Parade

A great St Patricks weekend in Kilkenny is promised for 2013 as we hold our first TradFest -a fantastic programme of events planned including free live traditional music, song and dance performances in Kilkenny Castle Park featuring national & local traditional music groups, as well as a TradTrail of musical events taking place throughout Kilkenny pubs, hotels and restaurants.

 At the heart of these St. Patrick’s Day celebrations, is of course, our annual parade, taking place on Sunday 17th at 2pm. As ever, we invite local community groups and organisations, as well as clubs, schools and businesses to take part in what is always a fantastic day of celebration and entertainment. As this is the year of “The Gathering” the theme for the 2013 parade is based around this idea – celebrating all that is great about Ireland and the Irish, at home and across the world.  
Along with the application we are enclosing some guidelines / suggestions which might help your group to develop some ideas for your entry - please feel free to contact us if you need any help or guidance.  

We encourage you to inject as much colour, animation and fun to your Parade entry as you can, use simple materials, crepe paper, paper-mache, recycled materials, paints, masks, homemade colourful costumes can be very effective and don’t have to cost a lot.

We have four categories for prizewinners which will be announced on stage in the Castle Park at 4.30pm.

1.     Most Creative

2.     Best Community Group

3.     Best Young Peoples Group

4.     Best Rural Entry

5.     Most Entertaining

The best of luck in bringing out your creative side, and we look forward to celebrating your wonderful efforts with everyone on the day of the Parade.

Yours sincerely,
Malcolm Noonan
Chairperson

Guidance Notes - Entries for St Patrick’s Day Parade, Kilkenny City

Theme:  The Gathering Ireland 2013 – A Year of ‘Celebration’
The Gathering Ireland is a year-long celebration of Ireland and all that is great about this small but far-reaching Island. It is an open invitation to the world to come and visit in 2013 for a once in a lifetime experience which celebrates all things great about Ireland and its people.

This year we are seeing the Irish and all those who call Ireland home reaching out to our millions of friends, family and loved ones overseas as well as our connections through business, clubs and associations to invite them to visit Ireland in 2013, to come and visit Ireland for a yearlong series of thousands of events big and small, taking place throughout year, in every county.
Kilkenny TradFest and this Kilkenny St Patricks Day Parade provide a unique opportunity for the citizens of Kilkenny as clubs, groups, associations, business communities to register their entry for the Parade event.

 To reflect The Gathering Ireland Theme for 2013, we would like entrants to consider how their entry/float/group can best present and communicate this Gathering message of ‘A Year of Celebration of all that is good and great about being Irish’.

 

The following are some suggestions of how you can reflect a celebration of Irish greatness:

· Focus on a well-known Irish (or even Kilkenny) individual – someone who is known far and wide for their achievements, from the worlds of sport, music, art, politics, literature, poetry, etc. From Obama to Bono, Oscar Wilde to Beyonce (she is 1/32 Irish!), the list is endless

· Celebrate some Irish traits or qualities – our sense of humour and craic, our musical traditions, our language, etc.or adopt some dominant physical attributes that we are renowned for as a Nation …. such as our ‘redheads’ and ‘freckled’ complexions

· You may wish to pay respect to some of Kilkenny’s political characters as Head of State or a Head of Church from the past, an influential character that helps interpret our history, maybe even the infamous ‘Bishop Ledred’  or ‘Dame Alice Kytler’ and her 4 poisoned husbands , A Town Crier perhaps who would have held an important role in the city back in the day or recreate elements of a significant heritage building these political characters reigned over

· Celebrate the heritage of one of our great Sports, or our Sporting Organisations  or Sporting Legends… that has international appeal…. Both Ireland and Kilkenny are not short of options to choose from here… from Olympians, par Olympians, Hurlers, camogie players, International and professional Golfers, Boxers, Rugby players and more…. 
· Maybe presenting the mythical legend of Cú Chulainn and Setanta to animate  the History of our Sport of Hurling…. Or consider showcasing The Craftsmanship we are famous for in Kilkenny from medieval stone masons, to Mastercraft brewers to more contemporary craft makers featured in our Trails Kilkenny – Made in Kilkenny and Taste Kilkenny Craft and Food Trails
· Honour our international food reputation by showcasing award -winning local produce or global brands such as Smithwicks, Guinness, Glanbia . 

· Celebrate the beauty of our natural environment – rivers, lakes, mountains, green fields…whatever inspires you!

· Highlight some of Kilkenny’s medieval treasures such as our Kilkenny Castle, Rothe House, City Walls, Dunmore Caves.
So be it a person, place or thing, choose something about Ireland or the Irish that makes YOU proud!

ST PATRICKS DAY PARADE 2013 - FLOAT ENTRY FORM

All groups/individuals wishing to enter the St Patricks Day Community Parade, must complete and return this form (hard copy) by 27th February 2013 to St Patrick’s Day Parade, c/o Town Hall, Kilkenny.
Entries will be given a float number once all applications are received.  Floats must come to the starting line at 1pm - Parade commences at 2pm sharp. It follows the usual route – Johns Street, Rose Inn Street, The Parade, High Street and finishing in the market yard where you should arrange for parents to pick children up

· Fee for Community Groups/Clubs etc FREE.  

· Fee for Commercial Entries €100. 

CONDITIONS OF FLOAT ENTRIES:

· These conditions are compiled & implemented to ensure a safe & enjoyable event for everyone.

· For safety reasons, large vehicles (tractors, lorries or artics) are not permitted in the Parade. 

· Max trailer length 14ft trailers pulled by car (single axil) or jeep 2 or 3 axil). 

· There must be a supervisor at each wheel. All vehicles/floats must be fully insured.

· Floats with performances must perform while moving through the streets – for safety reasons there is no stopping at the reviewing stand.

· All walking/marching groups should assemble themselves away from the starting line and come to their slot together.

· For safety reasons, groups who do not complete the form and comply with conditions cannot be allowed to enter the Parade. An inspection of all floats will take place before the parade commences. 

· The organizing committee will not be held responsible for any accident or incident before during or after the Parade events.

	Group Name:
	

	Contact Address :
	

	Email:
	

	Contact Person:
	

	Contact Phone Number:
	

	Commercial or Community:
	

	Float Description for MC :

USE BACK OF PAGE:
	


PLEASE SIGN HERE - We have read the above and agree with the conditions of entry.  

Signed:-____________________________________________ Date: ____________________

On behalf of applicant.


